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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

Friends, I don’t know now about your but I have complicated and hard to reconcile feelings 

about our Nation’s 250 Anniversary in light of current events. I offer you two Episcopal 

prayers/litanies that have been helpful to me as I’ve tried to resolve my conflicting emotions 

about the state of our nation. If you have complicated emotions too and would like to talk 

together about whatever is on your mind and heart, I would love to talk to you. Just reach out 

and we’ll set it up. 

 

For the Nation 

Almighty God, giver of all good things: 

We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land. 

They restore us, though we often destroy them. 

Heal us. 

 

We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They 

make us rich, though we often exploit them. 

Forgive us. 

 

We thank you for the men and women who have made this 

country strong. They are models for us, though we often fall 

short of them. 

Inspire us. 

 

We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in 

this land. It has drawn people from every nation, though we 

have often hidden from its light. 

Enlighten us. 
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FROM THE RECTOR (CONT.) 

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all 

its rich 

variety. It sustains our life, though we have been 

faithless 

again and again. 

Renew us. 

 

Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here 

begun. 

Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance and 

prejudice, 

and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the 

day when 

all our people, with many voices in one united 

chorus, will 

glorify your holy Name. Amen.      

 

A Litany of National Repentance 

 

O God, our merciful and righteous Judge, we 

confess to you that we as a nation have often 

disobeyed your will and betrayed our vision of 

liberty and justice for all people. 

Forgive us. 

We have worshipped the power and wealth which 

your bounty and forbearance have made possible 

for us, but we have often neglected to worship 

you, the one true God. 

Forgive us. 

We have often abused and oppressed those 

weaker than ourselves. 

Forgive us. 

Some of our forebears who acted for us and in our 

name have dealt cruelly and dishonorably with the 

native Americans whose land this once was. 

Forgive us. 

Some enslaved countless thousands of black 

persons, and many profited from their bondage. 

Forgive us. 

We have boasted of justice and often 

created injustice. 

Forgive us. 

We have boasted of freedom and 

often supported tyranny. 

Forgive us. 

We have boasted of plenty and often 

allowed neighbors to want. 

Forgive us. 

We have boasted of honor and often 

tolerated lawlessness in public and 

private life. 

Forgive us. 

And we have supposed that you did 

not regard our disobedience or care 

about our sin. 

Forgive us. 

 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, for you are 

patient and full of compassion. Have 

mercy upon us, have mercy upon 

your people who turn to you with 

contrite and penitent hearts. Spare 

us our just deserts, and save us from 

hopeless confusion: and according 

to your great mercy, forgive us all 

our sins, for the sake of your blessed 

Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen.  

 

The first responsive prayer entitled 

For the Nation is found in the BCP 

on pages 838-839 The second litany, 

from Episcopal Resources on 

America’s 250 Anniversary, can be 

found on our diocesan website and 

was incorporated into the 1979 BCP 

beginning on page 838. 

 

 

. 
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BOCCE BEGINS 

Bocce begins on July 14th!  Sign up and 

information is attached to this newsletter. 

 

VESTRY REPORT 

All our projects are in progress or completed. Our 

next major project is repaying the parking lot in 

2027. See our minutes posed in the narthex.  

 

Have a good summer. 

Marsy Berlan, Sr. Warden 

 

Projects: Parish hall ceiling is complete and 

includes converting the six light fixtures to LED.  

The window at the rear of the sanctuary has had 

the exterior frame clad in aluminum (hard to see 

from ground level).  The contractor has to return to 

clad the fascia on parish hall facing the parking lot. 

The handrails have been installed at the church 

entrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

PICNIC FUNDRAISER 

 

Please join us on Saturday, July 11th 

for a Picnic!   

 

We will be grilling hot dogs and 

hamburgers and serving them with 

chips, drinks and desserts. Free will 

donations will be accepted.  We will 
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have a cornhole tournament following dinner. 

 

We will be raffling off many lovely baskets.  If you 

can’t make the picnic, you can purchase raffle 

tickets at church on July 5th. 

 

Help is still needed:  To volunteer, contact Mary 

Provins.  Baskets for the raffle can be brought to 

church on Sunday, July 5th 

 

Thank you for your support of this fundraiser!  All 

proceeds will be put towards our parking lot. 

 

 

 

SPARK ROOM 

The new in-house adventure of the Spark 

Room is starting to pick up momentum. We have 

visitors on most Sundays. My Monday 

evening presence is drawing some attention. 

 

If you wish to come by after Sunday 

Service, see Christine at coffee hour. 

 

It has brought in folks new to St. 

Andrew parish. This is exciting! 

 

The first mandala class was a hit for 

1, with this gorgeous nature mandala 

creation. 

 

 

July mandala classes are scheduled 

for Fri the 17th at 2-4 and the 24th 

from 11:   

 

Both classes have room for more 

participants. 

Contact Christine 

at: siarka.creativebusiness.@gmail.c

om  for more info and to RSVP. 

  

Sales from the nature art exhibit has 

generated more than $100.00 

income so far for St. Andrew.  More 

mailto:siarka.creativebusiness.@gmail.com
mailto:siarka.creativebusiness.@gmail.com
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sales pending. The interest keeps coming and 

is an adventure all of its own. 

Come by and say Hi. We'll see what happens 

next.   

 

 In Gratitude & Peace  

Christine 

 

 

 

LAKE COUNTY PRIDE 

St. Andrew will have a booth at Lake County Pride 

on Saturday, August 15th from 11 to 5 at the Lake 

County History Center.  Please come visit and 

show our support to the LGTBQ+ community. 
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NIGHT OF HEALING 

LGBTQ+ 

Save the Date 

 

The Loved by God committee at 

Advent Lutheran is spearheading a 

Night of Healing for LGBTQ+ people 

and allies on September 28th at 6:30 

pm at the Lake Erie Bluffs shelter. 

 

The evening will have speakers and 

music performers. 
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PRAYER CALENDAR 
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LECTOR AND VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
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READINGS 
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PARISH CALENDAR 
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