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Nathaniel under the Fig Tree 

James Tissot 1886-1894 

Opening Sentence 
 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

 

Gathering Reflection from The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
“I am cognizant of the interrelatedness of all communities and states. I cannot sit 

idly by in Atlanta and not be concerned about what happens in Birmingham. 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an 

inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever 

affects one directly, affects all indirectly.” 

      From: Letter from a Birmingham Jail, 1963 

 
Opening Hymn   We Shall Overcome    LEVAS 227  
 



1. We shall overcome 
We shall overcome 

We shall overcome some 
day 

CHORUS:  

 

Oh, deep in my 

heart 
I do believe 

We shall 

overcome 
some day 

 

2. We'll walk hand in hand 
We'll walk hand in hand 

We'll walk hand in hand 
today 

CHORUS 

  

3. God is on our side  
God is on our side 

God is on our side today 

CHORUS 

  

4. We are not afraid 
We are not afraid 

We are not afraid some 
day 

CHORUS 

  

5.   We shall live in peace 
We shall live in peace 

We shall live in peace, 
someday 

CHORUS  

 

7. We shall overcome 
We shall overcome 

We shall overcome some 
day 

CHORUS 
 

 

Confession 

Let us confess our sins to God. 



 

Minister and People 

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 

opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 

in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen. 
 

Absolution 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

Psalm 

 
Antiphon 

O God, you are my God; from break of day I seek you. 
 

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 

Domine, probasti 

1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 

you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 

but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 

and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 

it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 

your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 



14 My body was not hidden from you, * 

while I was being made in secret 

and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 

they were fashioned day by day, 

when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 

how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 

to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

 
 

Doxology 

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 
 

Lessons 

 

Old Testament 
 

Lector: A reading from First Samuel 
 

1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20) 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 
the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 
see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 
Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to 

Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie 
down again.” So he went and lay down. The LORD called again, “Samuel!” 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But 
he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet 

know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, 

and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that 
the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and 

if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the LORD said 



to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both 

ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all 
that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have 

told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he 
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 

Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not 
be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 

the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and 
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he 

told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you 

hide anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything 
and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what 
seems good to him.” 

As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to 
the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of the LORD.] 

Lector: Here what the Spirit is saying to the people. 

People:Thanks be to God. 

New Testament 

Lector: A reading from First Corinthians 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for 

the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and 
the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord 

for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do 

you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore 
take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 

Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body 
with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the 

Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person 
commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you were 
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the People. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 



Gradual Hymn     The Summons  One License #00076 

 

Will you come and follow me 

If I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know 

And never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

Will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown 

In you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind 

If I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

And never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

Should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer 

In you and you in me? 

 

Will you let the blinded see 

If I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free 

And never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 

And do such as this unseen, 

And admit to what I mean 

In you and you in me? 

 

Will you love the 'you' you hide 

If I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

And never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found 

To reshape the world around, 

Through my sight and touch and sound 

In you and you in me? 

 

Lord, your summons echoes true 

When you but call my name. 



Let me turn and follow you 

And never be the same. 

In your company I'll go 

Where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow 

In you and you in me. 

 

Priest: A reading from the Gospel of John 

John 1:43-51 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law 

and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 

“Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of 
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked 

him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the 
fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son 

of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because 
I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 

these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the People. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Homily 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers 

Intercessor: God be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Intercessor: Let us pray. 
 

God of light and life our prayers rise before you this day in hope and faith.  

 
We pray for your church, for our diocese, bishops, clergy and all people.  

 
Flame of abundant love, be our Joy in proclaiming your Good News to the world.  

 
We pray for all who are coming to faith, all who wonder about faith, and 

all who are struggling with faith.  
 

 
Light of all creation, guide us to lead, teach and nurture your disciples.  

 
We pray for those in need of food, shelter, clothing, and of God's healing 

touch, especially those for whom our prayers are especially desired.  

 
Comforter of the suffering, warm our hands to loving service.  

 
We pray for the world, especially where there is trouble and suffering, 

far away or nearby.  
 

Ember of steadfast care, fuel our passion to challenge injustice and violence and 
to pursue peace and reconciliation.  

 
We pray for the land on which we stand, the peoples, creatures, plant life 

and waters around us.  
 

Star blaze of glory, lead us to care for this fragile earth, our island home, and to 
heal the circle of creation. 

 

God of radiant light, your love illumines our hopes before we know them, 
and our needs before we ask. Kindle your flame within us, that in our 

prayers and service, we may know your transforming presence at work in 
the world around us. All this we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 
      Prayers for the Epiphany season: Anglican Church of Canada:www.anglican.ca/marks 



Closing Collect 

Priest: Emmanuel, we rejoice in your coming. Hasten the day when those who 
follow your star in every nation will come from East and the West, from the North 

and the South and kneel at your manger together in joy.  Hasten the day when 
your New Creation that is here and not yet will become our reality-the day on 

which all suffering and pain and sickness and oppression will be overcome forever. 
Hasten the day when we will be resurrected as a great family of glorious diversity 

and live in peace, harmony, joy, and love, together and forever more, in You. 
Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn           Lift ev'ry voice and sing     LEVAS 1  
 

1. Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise, 

High as the list'ning skies, let it resound loud as the rolling sea 
Sing a song full of faith that the dark past has tought us, 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

2. Stony the road we trod, 

Bitter the chast'ning rod, 
Felt in the day that hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet, 

Come to the place on witch our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the 
slaughtered, 

Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our star is cast. 

 

3. God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who has by thy might, 
Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray 
Lest our feet stray frm the places, our God, where we met thee, 

Least our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee, 
Shadowed beneath the hand, 

May we forever stand, 



Tru to our God, 

Tru to our native land. 
 

Concluding Sentence 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from generation to 

generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21 

 

Postlude:     From Heaven Above     Wilbur Held 
 

 
Angels Dancing 

Giovanni di Paolo, 1436 


