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From the Rector 
 

O Love 

 

O Love that will not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in thee; 

I give thee back the life I owe, 

That in thy ocean depth its flow 

May richer, fuller be. 

O Joy that seeks me through pain, 

I cannot close my heart to thee; 

I trace the rainbow through the rain, 

And feel the promise is not vain, 

That morn shall tearless be. 

-George Matheson, text (1842-1906) 

-Elaine Hagenberg, music (b. 1979) 

https://youtu.be/U2cqblTDR8w 

 

Yesterday was challenging. I spent the entire day in my office at church trying to place online 

ads for available space-sharing opportunities at St. Andrew while the phone rang and so much 

remained undone. As is always the case when an end user like me tries to create new things 

online, there were complications galore, and before I knew it, an entire day was gone and I had 

little to show for it. I reminded myself that this work is important to the future of our church, but 

I went home discouraged. 

 

Leafing, this morning, through the booklet I received at now- Bishop Coadjutor Anne Jolly’s 

consecration on Saturday, my eyes were drawn to the text above, written by the 19th century 

Scottish poet and minister George Matheson. 
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FROM THE RECTOR (CONT.) 

Matheson, a brilliant scholar and pastor, began 

losing his sight at age 17. Engaged when his 

sight began to fade, Matheson suffered through 

his vision loss alone, his fiancé having decided 

that she could not marry a blind man. Continuing 

his studies despite this challenge, Matheson 

received numerous degrees with honors, and 

served the body of Christ, and God’s people, 

throughout his life. 

 

About this text, which was set to music as a hymn, 

first in 1941, and again, in 2016 by Elaine 

Hagenberg, Matheson said that the words just 

flowed out of him on the eve of his sister’s 

wedding, the text complete in 5 minutes. I first 

heard the words, set to Elaine Hagenberg’s 

glorious music, at The Rt. Rev. Anne Jolly’s 

consecration service, performed by a combined 

choir from churches all over the diocese which 

convened for the consecration. 

 

Finding the piece on Youtube this morning (see 

the URL above so you can listen too) I was 

transported to sacred space in the blink of an eye, 

remembering why we do this work of church 

together, for the glory of God and love of one 

another. Matheson expressed my open heart at 

that moment perfectly: “O Love that will not let me 

go, I rest my weary soul in thee; I give thee 

back the life I owe, that in thy ocean depth its flow 

may richer, fuller be. 

 

My wish for each of you, the beloved of God and 

the parish of St. Andrew, Mentor, is that you 

take a moment today to breathe deep, hear this 

glorious piece, written by George Matheson 

and Elaine Hagenberg, be renewed in your God-

given purpose, your reason to be, and 

prosper! 

In Christ, 

Lisa+ 
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APPLE TREES 

Hello Parish Family, I am the new Guru-in-Training 

for the Apple Trees.  I am on a steep 

learning curve, using materials from the Orchard 

People website, including a short course for  

beginners.  The 3 secrets for getting fruit trees off 

to a good start are pruning, watering, and 

removing the baby fruit for the first two years!  The 

reason for not collecting the fruit right away is to 

let the tree develop its root system. 

 

We have 7 trees, a gift from our fellow parishioner 

Conrad Galayda.  All of them are in full sun, 

survived the winter, and are putting out little green 

leaves.  Please pray for successful growth for our 

orchard and for guidance for our care. 

 

Judy  

 

FLOWER SALE 

For all people who placed an order for the St. 

Andrew Flower Sale: Pick up your flowers at St. 

Andrew on Friday, May 19th between 1 and 6 pm. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 

Congratulations to Mary Ellen Fecser!  Mary Ellen 

was inducted into the Mentor High School Alumni 

Associations Hall of Fame on April 27th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL PARISH MEETING 

 

We will meet together as a parish 

after the 10:30am Holy Eucharist on 

Sunday May 21. At this meeting your 

vestry will provide an update on 

parish finances, and answer any 

questions that arise.  

 

We will all then discuss the steps we 

need to take, together, to insure the 

financial health of St. Andrew for the 

remainder of this year and into the 

future. Please pray for the parish of 

St. Andrew, Mentor, and plan to 

attend and actively participate in our 

May 21 parish meeting.  

 

In Christ, 

Lisa+ 

 

A Prayer for Guidance 

 

O God, by whom the meek are 

guided in judgment, and 

light riseth up in darkness for the 

godly: Grant us, in all 

our doubts and uncertainties, the 

grace to ask what thou 

wouldest have us to do, that the 

Spirit of wisdom may save 

us from all false choices, and that in 

thy light we may see 

light, and in thy straight path may 

not stumble; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

. 
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PRAYER CALENDAR 

Let's Pray for Each Other! 

Introducing the Prayer Calendar, which will come to you each month in your newsletter. You'll 

note that there is a parish member designated for each day of the month on the calendar. 

Please take a moment to pray for that person on the day indicated, whether you know them or 

not!  Prayer blesses the one who prays and the one who receives prayer, so incorporating this 

prayer calendar into your daily devotions is a win/win situation! 

“Prayer is standing in the presence of God with the mind in the heart; that is, at that point of 

our being where there are no divisions or distinctions and where we are totally one. There 

God's Spirit dwells and there the great encounter takes place. There heart speaks to heart, 

because there we stand before the face of the Lord, all-seeing, with us.” 

― Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Way of the Heart: The Spirituality of the Desert Fathers and 

Mothers 
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LECTOR AND VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
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PARISH CALENDAR 

 

 


