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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

Did you know that theologian C.S. Lewis, author of the Narnia Series, insisted, at the age of 4 

that his family call him Jack (his given name was Clive)? Jack, the beloved family dog had just 

died, and Clive wanted to take his pet’s name as a remembrance. From then on Lewis was 

known as Jack to his family and friends, and the name stuck throughout his life. You’ve got to 

love a person who loves a pet with such devotion! 

 

On Sunday February 25th we’ll begin our in-person Lenten Study on C.S Lewis’ Screwtape 

Letters. The Screwtape Letters, for those of you who don’t know, is a satirical sparring match 

of sorts between Wormwood, a demon in training, and his uncle and mentor Screwtape. We’re 

focusing attention on the Screwtape Letters this Lent because it mirrors in many respects, the 

wilderness experience of Jesus, who verbally sparred with and was tested by the devil in the 

wilderness for 40 days. Lent is, in a sense, a 40-day wilderness experience for us too, as we 

examine our faith in light of Jesus’ Passion, considering all the while those things that separate 

us from God.  

 

Pick up your study guide after church (no cost) or call Sherrie in the office (440) 255-8842 if 

you would like it sent. Beginning on the 25th and continuing through Holy Week, we’ll meet for 

an hour in-person directly after church in the Worman Room. Refreshments will be available 

and we can make it a potluck if folks are interested in breaking bread together.  

I hope to see you there. The wilderness is no place to travel alone! 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

You are invited to attend St. Andrew’s Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, January 28th. The meeting will 
cover current state of the church’s finances and a 
recap of the previous year. New vestry members 
will be elected and the budget for 2024 will be 
approved.   
 
Anyone willing to serve on Vestry can contact Rev. 
Lisa or the church office.  Serving on vestry is a 
wonderful way to help and only requires one 
meeting a month. 
 

The meeting will begin immediately 
following the service and include a 
potluck brunch. 
 
All ministry leaders are encouraged 
to send a written report to the church 
office by Sunday, February 4th. 
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ST. JAMES LUNCH 

 

Mark your calendar for Monday, February 19!  St. 

Andrew will be making and serving lunch on at St. 

James, Painesville for President’s Day.  Everyone 

is welcome to join us for this fun and fulfilling 

ministry!  For more information, contact the church 

office or Rev. Lisa. 

 

BISHOP VISIT AND 

CONFIRMATION 

 

The Rt. Rev. Anne B. Jolly is visiting St. Andrew 

on Feb. 11th.  She will be confirming and receiving 

newer members of our St. Andrew family.   

 

Please join us in welcoming our new confirmands 

at the 10:30 service and stay afterwards for a light 

lunch to celebrate. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

Ash Wednesday service will be held 

at 7:00 pm on February 14th.  Join us 

for the beginning of the Lenten 

season. 
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TOWN HALL 

 

The vestry hosted a Town Hall meeting on 

January 28th.  Rick Berlan, Sr. Warden, led us on 

a recap of the previous year and asked the parish 

about the upcoming year. 

 

The members present said that Bocce, Choir 

(more members are welcome), and the Craft Fair 

were enjoyed the most during the past year.   

 

When asked what changes should be made, the 

responses included the light bulbs, painting the 

front door and other repairs.  Rick explained that 

the vestry is already looking into purchasing all 

LED bulbs and having an electrician install them. 

 

The discussion moved on to financial affairs and a 

parishioner mentioned that the church is in dire 

straits and changes will need to be made for the 

church to last.  Rick informed the meeting that all 

bills are being paid except for the 

Diocesan assessment, we have 

rented out one classroom and a 

renter has committed to renting the 

outreach office.  It was also 

mentioned that pledges are up and 

the “Operations” line item in the 

checking account has improved by 

$18,000 over the past year. The full 

financial report will be presented at 

the annual meeting on February 18th.   

A grant for $8000 for the Food 

Pantry has been applied for. 

 

A suggestion was made that the 

church sign should be bigger.  It was 

explained that the sign is as large as 

possible per the Kirtland Hills 

regulations.  A spotlight can be 

installed.  

 

The members present were asked to 

think on if we can continue to afford 

a full-time rector.  Rick explained that 

the vestry is investigating a possible 

ministry sharing with Grace 

Episcopal Church in Willoughby. 

 

Needed improvements to the 

physical building include replacing 

the floor in the Parish Hall, fixing the 

parking lot, painting the front of the 

church and the front door, replacing 

the railing at the front steps.  Rick 

also said that Lisa has filed an 

insurance claim for fixing the steeple 

and the cross that were damaged in 

a storm almost 2 years ago. 

 

For fundraising efforts, Junk in the 

Trunk, Bocce, the Craft Fair, 

Concerts and Election Day Bake 
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Sale were noted as being successful in 2023.  

There will be another Bake Sale for the primary 

election on March 19th.  A suggestion was made to 

have a Dinner Dance for a fundraiser in 2024. 

 

Concerns regarding the future of St. Andrew were 

covered earlier in the meeting.  People were 

encouraged to join the Finance Committee and the 

Fundraising Committee.  Barb Sopko was thanked 

for all her hard work in preparing reports and 

paying bills. 

 

A suggestion was made to send out the budget 

and financial reports prior to the Annual Meeting 

so people have time to review them. 

 

 

JOIN A COMMITTEE 

 

New members are welcome to join 

one of our three committees:  

Fundraising, Finance, and 

Marketing/Public Relations.   

 

The Fundraising Committee is 

meeting on Wednesday, February 

28th at 6:00 pm.     No RSVP 

necessary.   

 

For information on the other 

committees, contact the Church 

Office.
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PRAYER CALENDAR 

Let's Pray for Each Other! 

Introducing the Prayer Calendar, which will come to you each month in your newsletter. You'll 

note that there is a parish member designated for each day of the month on the calendar. 

Please take a moment to pray for that person on the day indicated, whether you know them or 

not!  Prayer blesses the one who prays and the one who receives prayer, so incorporating this 

prayer calendar into your daily devotions is a win/win situation! 

“Prayer is standing in the presence of God with the mind in the heart; that is, at that point of 

our being where there are no divisions or distinctions and where we are totally one. There 

God's Spirit dwells and there the great encounter takes place. There heart speaks to heart, 

because there we stand before the face of the Lord, all-seeing, with us.” 

― Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Way of the Heart: The Spirituality of the Desert Fathers and 

Mothers 
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LECTOR AND VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
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PARISH CALENDAR 

 

 


