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From the Rector 
 

Thank you all, from the bottom of my heart, for your prayers as I entered into, and emerged 

from, my first surgery (right quadricep repair). I know many of you are surgery veterans, 

sometimes many times over. The grace and bravery you have shared with me in the midst of 

your troubles and witnessed to our whole community as you faced your physical and emotional 

vulnerabilities head on, inspired and comforted me as I grappled with my own uncertainties in 

facing surgery. 

 

As I woke in the recovery room, the very first thing I saw was a large wooden crucifix hanging 

on the wall across from my bed. Gratefully alert, I felt Jesus’ presence in that space and 

remembered how often I’ve experienced the palpable presence of God in Jesus at the bedside 

of those who are suffering and in conversation with those troubled in Spirit. Jesus is an ever-

present source of strength, comfort, healing, and rest for each of us, all of us, whatever our 

challenges, in every season of our lives.  

 

It’s ironic though that while pain is a conduit to the holy, it can also be a block to experiencing 

the presence of God in the midst of our suffering. Seeing the crucifix in my room upon waking 

was the reminder I needed to open my heart to God’s presence, and to find God in my very 

heartbeat. 

 

I ran across a writing from lawyer, social justice activist, and author Bryan Stevenson, that 

resonates with me as I reflect on my own injury and our collective vulnerability as humankind 

together. Stevenson, the Executive Director of the Equal Justice Initiative, wrote a book Just 

Mercy about his experiences in standing with the most vulnerable among us, in court and in 

life. He is truly doing the work of Christ. I hope his words resonate with you too, in whatever 

state you find yourself this day. I am grateful for you and for our journey, together in Jesus, and 

for the life we share
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FROM THE RECTOR (CONT.) 

Thomas Merton said: “We are bodies of broken 

bones.” I guess I’d always known but never fully 

considered that being broken is what makes us 

human. We all have our reasons. Sometimes 

we’re fractured by the choices we make; 

sometimes we’re shattered by things we would 

never have chosen. But our brokenness is also the 

source of our common humanity, the basis for our 

shared search for comfort, meaning, and healing. 

Our shared vulnerability and imperfection nurtures 

and sustains our capacity for compassion.” 
(From Just Mercy, by Bryon Stevenson, p. 289). 

 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

GIFTS FOR LAURA 

Please consider donating Walmart 

gift cards for our sanctuary neighbor, 

Laura Martinez.  She is in need of 

school clothes, shoes, and a coat for 

her son, Joshua, who keeps on 

growing.  Cards can be given to Lisa 

or the office.   
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GOD MOMENTS 

By Mary Provins 

 

I am writing this because an idea has been on my 

mind for a couple of months now. There are 

moments in our lives when God shows His 

presents pretty clearly and often, we don’t notice 

it, or we don’t acknowledge them for what they 

truly are. I call them “God Moments”. We all have 

them but do we really recognize them? Have you 

ever been waiting at a traffic light; the light turns 

green but you hesitate to go for some unknown 

reason and a car races through? That car would 

have hit you if you had gone when you normally 

would. I call that a God Moment. I want to tell you 

about one that I had a couple of months ago that 

really hit home to me. I think it’s important to share 

these moments and acknowledge God’s presence 

in our lives. 

 

As most of you know my beloved husband Grant 

passed away in December last year. I had chosen 

Ohio Living for our Hospice care when he qualified 

for it. They were amazing throughout the whole 

process and still are as I move forward now with 

him always in my heart. Sometime around early 

April Megan contacted me to ask if Ohio Living 

could sponsor a Hometown Heroes banner for 

Grant with the city of Mentor. I was thrilled to 

honor his service and said yes. Megan called me 

around Memorial Day to say that the banner was 

up somewhere on Civic Center Blvd so I set out in 

the car to find it. As I drove, I was hoping it would 

be somewhere near a place where I could stop 

and take a picture. I found it by the driveway 

leading out of the ice rink parking lot! How perfect 

was that! I pulled into the lot and got out of the car 

and went over to take a good look and get a 

picture. As I approached it, I noticed an older man 

slowly jogging along the sidewalk heading in my 

direction. As I looked up at the 

banner, I had tears running down my 

face as I focused the camera on my 

phone. The man said “Hi” to me as 

he passed and I said “Hi” back. A 

few seconds later I noticed the man 

had come back. He asked if that was 

my husband and I said yes. He 

asked when he had passed. When I 

told him he walked over and gave 

me a big hug. Then he said that he 

jogged there every day and from that 

day on when he got to that spot he 

would stop and say a prayer for both 

of us. I was so very moved by his 

actions! To me that was a God 

Moment.  

 

I know that many of you have had 

things happen that, when you think 

back on it, you may realize that God 

was there protecting you, loving you, 

comforting you, maybe guiding you 

on a path that was best for you. 

Maybe by sharing these moments 

we can help ourselves and others to 

notice them more and acknowledge 

them as examples of His presence in 

our lives every day……. God 

Moments. 
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JUNK IN THE TRUNK 

 

Our first ever Junk In the Trunk/Jumble Sale was 

held on July 22nd.  We had a total of 23 vendors 

for the event and it was great fun! 
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BOCCE 

 

Our Bocce season is quickly drawing to a close.  

One more regular play tonight and Super Bocce 

Bowl on August 8th!  Come cheer your favorite 

team on and have dinner at the St. Andrew Grill! 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 

 

This fall St. Andrew will offer 

an Inquirers Learning Circle, for 

those who are interested in being 

confirmed or received into the 

Episcopal church when Bishop Jolly 

comes to visit St. Andrew in late 

2023-early 2024.  Long-time 

members are welcome to join the 

group too, to learn more about our 

faith and the workings of the 

Episcopal Church today. As part of 

our time together, the Learning 

Circle will read the 

book Unabashedly 

Episcopalian: Proclaiming the Good 

News of the Episcopal Church, by 

the Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle. 

 

The Inquirers group will meet in 

August for a kick-off brunch after the 

10:30 service on August 20. If you'd 

like to join the group, contact Rev. 

Lisa or the St. Andrew office. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Coming this fall is our first ever 

Candy Apple Craft Show in October.  

In September we are hosting a 

concert by Sarah McQuaid in 

conjunction with Folknet, a local arts 

organization.  This event is on 

September 24th at 7:30. We will be 

serving (and selling) refreshments. 
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PHOTO STREAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 1: Kids and their phones these days! 

Figure 2:  Joan Lally gets a birthday kiss! 
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PRAYER CALENDAR 

Let's Pray for Each Other! 

Introducing the Prayer Calendar, which will come to you each month in your newsletter. You'll 

note that there is a parish member designated for each day of the month on the calendar. 

Please take a moment to pray for that person on the day indicated, whether you know them or 

not!  Prayer blesses the one who prays and the one who receives prayer, so incorporating this 

prayer calendar into your daily devotions is a win/win situation! 

“Prayer is standing in the presence of God with the mind in the heart; that is, at that point of 

our being where there are no divisions or distinctions and where we are totally one. There 

God's Spirit dwells and there the great encounter takes place. There heart speaks to heart, 

because there we stand before the face of the Lord, all-seeing, with us.” 

― Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Way of the Heart: The Spirituality of the Desert Fathers and 

Mothers 
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LECTOR AND VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
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PARISH CALENDAR 

 

 


